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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I am now coming up to the end of my 22nd year as a teacher and I can definitely say that this has been                        
the most unusual half term of my teaching career yet! But it has been a term when all of you have                     
shown how adaptable, versatile and determined us humans are. It has been wonderful to see how                
people have overcome the challenges - be it our key workers going out to work (a huge thank you), our                    
key worker children coming in to school when they know all their peers are at home and all of you who                     
have got to grips with having children at home all day as well as trying to educate them! Over the half                     
term we have seen a huge range of amazing work and a great spirit as people joined in with our special                     
activities such as St George's Day and Camp Out. 
 
This week I have asked Mrs Pearton and Miss Roberts to share with us some more of the great work                    
from their pupils.. 
 
Pathfinders 
It has been another fantastic week of online learning again, with the children blowing us away with                 
their creativity and hard work. As well as completing the work, they are also supporting one another on                  
their Google Classroom by helping each other out when they post questions - it is so lovely to see that                    
in the face of adversity they are still there for one another. In their Talk for Writing this week, they                    
have been busy planning and writing their non-fiction newspaper reports which we are looking forward               
to seeing published today! In RE, we have finished our work so far on Islam and they sensitively                  
reflected on what they were committed to and why in response to how Muslims show great                
commitment to their faith. The Science investigations into mould growing on bread are still underway,               
so we are excited to see the results very soon! This is really only a snippet of all the great learning they                      
have been up to; they have also been baking and making ‘calm’ jars and all sorts, but safe to say that                     
we are super proud of them all; we are also super proud of all of those who are working hard on their                      
home learning packs - well done team! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Explorers 
The Explorers class have had a great week of home learning yet again. The children have been working                  
really hard with their place value in Maths and solving number problems up to 50. Miss Roberts has                  
been super impressed with their non-fiction writing all about sea creatures and has thoroughly enjoyed               
reading all of their fact files. The children have also been working so hard with their handwriting and                  
we have seen huge improvements with this - well done! It was also a great week of sunshine so the                    
children took the time to go for socially distanced walks to collect different types of leaves and talk                  
about how they move around linked to our topic of ‘Plants’ in Science. It’s great to see lots of the                    
children reading and watching the Ruth Miskin videos to support their phonics too. As well as work                 
that has been set, the children have been very creative with lots of arts and craft and even making fire                    
pits! Overall, Miss Roberts is unbelievably impressed with how hard the children have been working               
and is so pleased and proud of all of you. Keep up the good work! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
When we return on June 1st, we may be (depending on the government decision) at the next phase of                   
COVID-19 school provision. I know that many of you have had to make some very difficult decisions                 
about whether or not to return your children to school. I would like to reassure you that we respect                   
your choices and know that you have many different reasons for the conclusions you have come to. 
 
We look forward to welcoming some children back to school. As we have said in our previous letters,                  
we will be doing everything we can to make sure that the return to school is safe for all of our children                      
and staff. Many of our children will be remaining at home. We will continue to provide online learning                  
for all our pupils, but please do bear with us a little because most of our staff will be working with                     
children in school too! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at St Martin's school and indeed those in                     
our wider trust team. It has been a huge team effort to make sure that we have provided the best we                     
can for our pupils and indeed that we continue to do so. Many of our staff have also had difficult                    
personal decisions to make about not being able to return to work in school for health or family                  
reasons. I would like to reassure you that we have also respected their individual circumstances and                
decisions. 
 
I hope that you are all now able to enjoy the May half term. We can all have a break from worrying                      
about the education of our children for a while. Hopefully we will be able to spend a little time getting                    
out in some sunny weather. 
 
Take care and stay safe 
 
Suzy Dyter 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Nursery News 

The Nursery friends have had another busy week with their home learning.  Most of the Nursery 
friends will be going to big school in September and they are very excited. This week they have 
been practising their maths skills in preparation to wow their new teacher in September. I have 
received lots of amazing videos and pictures of counting, recognising numbers, writing numbers 
and sorting numbers into groups. I am very proud of them. I hope you all have a wonderful half term 
and hopefully the sun comes out to play.  
 

 

St Martin’s Certificates… 

Awards Adventurers 
Class 

Explorers Class Voyagers Class Pioneers Class 

Wonderful Writer Iris M Paige G Lily N Finlay P 
Topic  Reuben C Emily-Jane E Morgan P Jacob W 
Mega Mathematician Alfie J Jakub B Declan P Rocco D 
Christian Value (Creativity) Jade F Finley J Marcel O Arlo K 

 
Awards Wanderers Class Globetrotters 

Class 
Buccaneers 
Class 

Pathfinders 
Class 

Wonderful Writer Leo D Zuzia S Liam F Tiah C-M 
Topic Finley K & 

Taylor A 
Garima S Alex S Liam P 

Mega Mathematician Brandon B & 
Declan S 

Thomas C Lanney P Evelyn G 

Christian Value (Creativity) Jodie F Summer-May H Alesha T Jaiden A-E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
This would be a great time to download the MYEd app. MYEd is a great               
way to keep in touch with us. All our facebook posts are automatically             
uploaded to MYEd, so you can be sure of keeping up to date with all the                
latest information that we post. 
 
To find out more please visit www.myedschoolapp.com and follow the          
instructions to download. 
 
We also use the app to email important updates and other information,            
so if you have not given us your current email address please do so now.               
Please email shatherley@stbarnabasmat.com (please make sure you       
include your child’s name in the email) so that we can add you to our               
system. 
 
 

http://www.myedschoolapp.com/
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