
 
 

 
 ST MARTIN’S Church of England PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Lake Lane, Liskeard  PL14 3DE 

Acting Head of School – Mrs Suzy Dyter 

Telephone: 01579 344042 E-mail: shatherley@stbarnabasmat.com 

Website: www.st-martins.cornwall.sch.uk 

 
20th May 2020 

 
Dear Parents of Nursery children, 
 
Reopening of St Martin’s Nursery 
 
As communicated in the letter sent home last week, I am now able to update you on how we 
are planning to reopen Nursery on the 1st June. However this is still dependent on the 
Government and we will keep you updated should this date change. 
 
To reopen Nursery as safely as possible we are following Government Guidelines. One of 
the most important protective measures, as detailed by the Department of Education in their 
recently published guidance is to reduce the size of classes/groups of children. These small 
groups will remain together at all times during the day.  
 
The purpose of this is to ensure that if a child or member of staff displays symptoms or 
becomes ill, that particular small group of children and adults can be isolated further, tested 
and actions taken quickly. 
 
“We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary aged children 
cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff.” Department for 
Education May 2020.  
 
Monday and Tuesday session for one group of children - names below 
Thursday and Friday session for the other group of children - names below 
 
The following table shows when your child can attend Nursery. They can attend a whole day 
session on their allotted day from 9am-3pm or they can attend a morning session from 9-12. 
 
 

Monday Tuesday  Thursday Friday 

Sophie J Wolf 

Elliot Vanessa 

Sarah Noah 

Darcie Emily 
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Matthew Oakley 

Charlotte Abbie Rose 

Billy Toby 

Kody Hope 

Tyler  

 
 
Thank you to those of you who confirmed that your child will not be returning to school.  We 
have developed our plans based on these numbers of children.  Due to regulations around 
children not mixing and plans in place, we are unable to offer additional places at any point 
during reopening Step 1 for parents who may wish to change their mind..  The government 
plans suggest reopening Step 2 may happen from 1st July.  Nearer the time, we will contact 
you again to find out if you wish your child to return in Step 2.   
 
Nursery will look quite different to when your child was last in Nursery. The Department for 
Education guidance states that to minimise the risk of transmission small, intricate toys, 
learning resources and soft furnishings should be removed from the learning space and 
stored away.  
 
In preparation for the reopening of Nursery we will be removing dressing up clothes, soft 
toys, soft furnishings, bean bags, cushions, rugs, small pieces (for example: lego) and there 
will be no playdough or sand. We will ensure that the children have access to larger, easily 
cleaned resources.  
 
We ask that children DO NOT bring in toys from home. In fact we ask that the children 
only bring in their coats and water bottle and, for those who need it, their changing 
bag and their lunchbox, but nothing else.  
 
If a child does become unwell with a new continuous cough or a high temperature during the 
session, they will be sent home and Parents will be advised to follow the 
COVID-19guidanceforhouseholdswithpossiblecoronavirusinfectionguidance 
 
Whilst a child is awaiting collection, they will be isolated with an adult who will wear PPE 
equipment. The window will be kept open for ventilation and should the child need the toilet 
they will use the staff toilets by the isolation room and these will not be used by anyone else 
until they have been deep cleaned.  
 
Should an adult in the Nursery become unwell during the sessions, the adult will be sent 
home to self-isolate for 7 days. They will be informed that the fellow household members 
should isolate for 14 days.  
 
They will be tested for Covid-19 and, if the test is negative they can return to work. If the test 
is positive all the children in that group will be sent home and advised to self isolate for 14 
days.  
 



One of the most important measures detailed from the Department of Education hierarchical 
list is regular and quality hand washing. We will be encouraging the children to use soap and 
water and we will be washing hands on arrival at nursery, when we come inside from the 
outdoors, before eating snack, after eating snack, when we have used pencils and 
paintbrushes and when we have used the toilet etc. We will teach the children lots of fun 
hand washing songs and rhymes!  
 
The Nursery will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of the day and we will be consistently 
cleaning hot spots such as door handles, taps, toilets, tables and switches throughout the 
day. 
  
On a Wednesday the Nursery will be closed for a deep clean and all toys will be disinfected 
so that NO germs from the Monday/Tuesday group are passed onto the Thursday/Friday 
group. It will then be deep cleaned again on a Friday after school, ready for Monday’s group. 
 
I hope this makes you feel confident that we have followed all the guidelines in relation to the 
reopening of Nursery. 
 
We will try to be outside as much as we can, weather permitting and hopefully be using our 
Wild Warriors Area, once this has been made safe as we are expecting some improvements 
over half term! Something to look forward to! 
 
The adults working in the Nursery will be Sonya and Mrs Hall on a Monday and Tuesday and 
Emily and Mrs Clarke on a Thursday and Friday. 
 
 
Any questions please do not hesitate to contact me, Cathy Clarke, EYFS Lead Teacher on 
 
cclarke@stbarnabasmat.com 
 
Remember, we will make Nursery the best we can in these challenging times.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Cathy Clarke and the Nursery Team  
EYFS Lead Teacher  
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