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Bring your light to St Martin’s,
and we will help it shine!

Newsletter edition: 17
Dear Families,

29th January 2021

This is the end of what has been our third week of lockdown learning. We have been
humbled by our entire community: children, families and staff. It now appears we will be in
this situation until at least the 8th March. What strikes me more than anything is that
everyone is finding it tough: workers, doctors, parents, the elderly, public services,
businesses, teachers, families and most crucially the children. Writing as a mother myself,
I am doing my best, but it breaks my heart to see my children missing their friends and
trying to keep on going when they want to give up. I tell them it’s ok to have a break when
we need it, just don’t unpack and stay there. One thing is for certain: We will all need the
support of each other as we go forward.
Please keep an eye on each other and reach out if you need help - no matter how big or
how small. Mrs Soady, our family liaison officer is on hand to help you find the right
support with learning, and anything else, including access to the Foodbank if necessary.

Shelley England sengland@stbarnabasmat.com

FAITH . ADVENTURE . TOGETHERNESS

Dates for Your Diary!
1st Feb - National Storytelling Week
8th Feb - National Kite Flying Day
12th Feb - Chinese New Year (OX)
13th Feb - Half term
22nd Feb - Back to school
22nd Feb - Fairtrade Fortnight
4th Mar - World Book Day
5th Mar - St Piran’s Day
8th Mar - Science and Engineering
Week
12th Mar - Mothers Day
17th Mar - St Patrick's Day
19th Mar - Red Nose Day
29th Mar - Holy Week
2nd April - Easter Holidays
5th April - Easter Monday
19th April - Back to School
23rd April - St George’s Day
3rd May - Bank Holiday
31st May - Half term
31st May - Bank Holiday
7th June - Back to School

Lockdown Learners of the Week (The full range of awards will return when school re-opens)
EYFS: Adventurers

Year 1 Explorers

Year 2 Voyagers

Year 2 & 3 Pioneers

William
For always producing a
high standard of work from
home and putting thought
and care into each piece
of work or activity that he
does. It brightens my day
to see him on each meet
and he is gaining
confidence to talk on our
meets too!

Karlee
For bringing her fabulous
attitude to online learning
every day.
She starts each day with
a smile and is full of
words of wisdom for her
classmates.
Karlee you make me very
proud.

Paige
For persevering this week
with her home learning even
when she was feeling poorly
and felt like giving up. It
makes my day to see her
bright and happy face on the
live google meets in the
mornings, especially when
she brings her baby sister!
I’m so proud of you, keep up
the great work, you superstar.

Ellie
For always smiling at all of
our Google Meets for her
lovely positive attitude. Ellie
is trying very hard with her
online learning. Well done
Ellie!

Year 3 & 4 Wanderers

Year 4 Globetrotters

Year 5 Buccaneers

Year 6 Pathﬁnders

Marcel
For putting 100% effort
into his remote learning
every day.

Isaac
For trying so hard to get
online to access our
classroom and for
submitting fantastic work
everyday!
Great job Isaac!

Eli C
For #bringingit to Prodigy
Maths. He has stolen the
golden trophy and isn’t going
to give it up easily!

Oliwier
For giving 100% to all of his
remote learning! He is
smashing it and we are SO
proud of him.

Marcel has blown us away
with his descriptive
language, alliteration and
detailed designs in Talk for
Writing tasks.

Testing of Teachers in Schools

National Storytelling Week

Christian Values

The testing of all primary school staff for
coronavirus has begun in school. Staff test
themselves twice a week. If the test is
positive, staff then need to book a full test at a
testing centre and isolate at home. If it
becomes necessary to close a bubble, we will
let you know as soon as possible.

Next week is National Storytelling Week!

Our overarching value this term is

Teachers will be sharing online bedtime
stories read by staff at St Martin’s for you to
share with your children.

This week we have been thinking about how
to be humble in our service of others. If we
use our gifts to show off, we can cause
difficulties and disharmony.

One to One Tuition
The government are providing
schools with money to help children
catch up during the pandemic
through their National Tutoring Programme. This
is a fantastic opportunity to help children close
some academic gaps created by the virus. If we
think it is right for your child, we will be in touch
before the end of the term.

Sports Personality of the Week
Mr Barker’s sportsperson of the week this
week is Isaac Eastwood in Buccaneers
class, for doing near enough every single
PE challenge and lesson uploaded onto
his classroom and always doing
so with a smile on his face!

We will also be providing you all with an
online log in to the Cornwall Library Service
through Borrow Box. Here you will be able to
browse and borrow library books over your
devices for two weeks.
We will send full
instructions on Monday
on how to download the
App. Teachers will send
your child’s own login
via Class Dojo.

What have the teachers been learning?
This week, teachers received online training for using
Nearpod in their remote teaching. This allows for
interaction and engagement as well as giving teachers
valuable feedback on how
children are mastering the
learning.
Look out for some great online
activities coming up!

SERVICE

With the children, we talked about the
balance of not shying away and showing off;
to use our talents and gifts well, and not to
get one up on someone else.
We have begun to hear the Genesis story of
Joseph and his brothers. Joseph was a
show-off when he was young! Next week we
will learn a bit more about how things got
better for him once he became a more
humble person.
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Next Week’s Bring It! Daily Themes
liven up our live meets!
Monday Bring a photograph (Get
permission from your
family ﬁrst though)
Tuesday Bring/read a poem!
Wednesday Bring a joke!

Thank you for your
continued and wonderful
support during the pandemic.

Thursday Bring some treasure (or
something precious to
you?
Friday Bring/Wear a disguise!

