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online and making a great start to
his online learning.

Are you eligible for a free
increase in data?

Congratulations to all of them!

Bring your light to St Martin’s and
we will help it shine!
St Martin’s Stars

The following children
are our Lockdown
Learners: Leo L for producing

some amazing pieces of work
already including a brilliant drawing
of his dream job - being a
policeman. Lots of effort was put
into it; Lorna S for making a brilliant
start to our online learning journey.
She starts each day with a lovely
smile; Dylan C for showing great
enthusiasm in all live meetings and
producing wonderful sentences
about Guy Fawkes; Lewis W for
producing amazing pieces of work
in our first week of remote learning.
Well done Lewis - we are very
proud; Arlo K for producing high
quality work for all of our online
lessons - fantastic work Arlo;
Holly-Rose S for being so proactive
in getting her online learning
underway! Jenson NW for getting

Mr Barker’s Sports Personality
will be awarded next week. Keep
an eye on your Google
Classrooms for physical
challenges you can do at home.
Mr Barker is organising an
inter-MAT competition during
lockdown...let’s make sure St
Martin’s are the winners!

To help people access online
learning, the government is
working with network providers to
give users a temporary increase in
data allowance during the
lockdown. Follow the link to check
if you are eligible.
https://get-help-with-tech.education
.gov.uk/internet-access

Next Week is Bird Week!
Dates for your Diary

18th Jan - World Religion Day
22nd Jan - National Handwriting
day
25th Jan - Burns NIght
8th Feb - National Kite flying Day
12th Feb - Chinese new year (OX)
13th Feb - Half term
22nd Feb - Back to school
22nd Feb - Fairtrade fortnight
4th Mar - World Book Day
5th Mar - St Piran’s Day
8th Mar - Science and Engineering
Week
12th Mar - Mothers Day
17th Mar - St Patrick's Day
19th Mar - Red Nose Day

The 29th to 31st January is Big
Garden Birdwatch and we are
going to practise by looking out for
all sorts of different birds next
week. Your teachers will explain
more but our aim, in order to get
ready for it, is to take photos and
draw pictures of as many different
birds we can see from our window
next week. With prizes for the best
ones in each class!
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involve
d/activities/birdwatch/

Collective Worship

#Bring Service!
This term’s Christian value is
service. During the lockdown, we
will be sharing on Morning morning
worship each week. Your child will
be able to watch online via Google
Classroom or with you on social
media.

Lockdown Days!
To help bring more fun to
online learning each day we will
set a challenge every day next
week! We are particularly
looking forward to Friday!
Monday

Bring a teddy!

Tuesday

Bring a hat!

Wednesday

Bring your
breakfast!

Thursday

Bring a pet (or
draw one)!

Friday

Big Hair/Crazy
Hair Day

Going Live at St Barnabas MAT

Online learning started in full
force this Wednesday with an
incredible presence in Google
Classrooms. There is nothing
better than seeing your mates
and your teacher online in real
time.
We have been using Google
Classroom in school now for
more than a term and our eldest
children, especially, have taken
to it like ducks to water. We
had very little notice to prepare
for the lockdown this time
around and so we have had a
few teething problems, but
these are gradually being sorted
with more of your children
joining us each day. The quality
and standard of the learning
they are turning in is great - so
well done.
A special prize goes to parents
of several children who are
trying to work from home. It is
not easy, but learning is so
important. We are glad we can
minimise our children’s
disruption.

We are not providing paper
packs of weekly work. There
are several reasons for this.
Staffing - Teachers are online
for the whole school day,
working from home and
therefore do not have access to
a photocopier.
This way they are able to
interact, help and feedback on
any progress made daily.
Effective Learning
The learning set on worksheets
is most effective with teacher
feedback and help - otherwise it
becomes something to fill in.
Great and effective learning
needs to be more dynamic than
that. We managed it last
lockdown because we did not
have experience of a lockdown
before. This is our second
disruption to our children’s
learning and therefore needs to
be the best it can be. They
deserve nothing less.
Staying Safe
The government advice is that
we stay in our homes. The new
variant is highly transmissible
and so the fewer people that
mix, the better. Handing out
packs can increase the risk.
If you need a one-off pack of
resources like paper, pens, glue
etc, please let us know.

period. We are waiting for the
government to let us know
when these can be allocated.
Until then, we are willing to lend
out spare machines from school
to some of you. These will be
allocated on a priority basis,
with older children and children
with multiple siblings first.

Each of us faces different home
life challenges. Whatever you
are dealing with, please be kind
to yourself and do your best.
That is all anyone can ask of
you. Remember we’re here if
you need us!

Free School Meals

Next week, we will be in a
position to deliver food parcels
to those in receipt of benefit
related free school meals. Some
will be available to collect on
Monday afternoon and Tuesday
morning. We will contact you to
let you know.
The parcels will contain enough
food for ten days worth of
lunches. We are waiting to hear
whether schools are able to
allocate vouchers.

Mrs Shelley England
Headteacher
We are currently exploring ways
to loan laptops for the lockdown

