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Bring your light to St Martin’s,
and we will help it shine!

Newsletter edition: 16

22nd January 2021

Dear Families,
I hope you like the new look newsletter! I ‘magpied it’ (a term we use in school to describe copying a great
idea) from another school in the St Barnabas Trust. I hope it makes reading it online much more comfortable.
Please let me know what you think.
We are now into our third week of restricted attendance in school. Schools have not closed; learning
continues, but in a different format. This is something the government have been very clear about.
We have been delighted by the children who have engaged with Google Classroom. The learning set by a
teacher that knows their children’s ability and interest well, and can feedback on how they are doing, is the
best teaching that our children can receive whilst staying safe at home. Thank you for all your efforts. As a
mum myself, I know what a challenge it is!
We are committed to ensuring all our children have the same opportunity, so please contact us if there is a
barrier to learning online. We will do our utmost to support you. It would be great to see even more children
join us in our live meets!
In the meantime; stay safe and keep safe,

Shelley England sengland@stbarnabasmat.com

FAITH . ADVENTURE . TOGETHERNESS

Dates for Your Diary!
25th Jan - Burns Night
25th Jan - Art Exhibition Week
1st Feb - National Storytelling Week
8th Feb - National Kite Flying Day
12th Feb - Chinese New Year (OX)
13th Feb - Half term
22nd Feb - Back to school
22nd Feb - Fairtrade Fortnight
4th Mar - World Book Day
5th Mar - St Piran’s Day
8th Mar - Science and Engineering
Week
12th Mar - Mothers Day
17th Mar - St Patrick's Day
19th Mar - Red Nose Day
29th Mar - Holy Week
2nd April - Easter Holidays
5th April - Easter Monday
19th April - Back to School
23rd April - St George’s Day
3rd May - Bank Holiday
31st May - Half term
31st May - Bank Holiday
7th June - Back to School

Lockdown Learners of the Week (The full range of awards will return when school re-opens)
EYFS: Adventurers

Year 1 Explorers

Year 2 Voyagers

Year 2 & 3 Pioneers

Elliot
Miss Drury is so
impressed with his
dedication to home
learning! Well done!

Callum C
For working so hard on
every task he has been
given. He has learnt
amazing perseverance
when things don't go right
the first time.

Emily Jane
For a consistently high
standard of schoolwork! Miss
Roberts is so proud of you!

Willow-Mai
For working very hard whilst
in school and producing a
fabulous line drawing this
week in Art.

Year 3 & 4 Wanderers

Year 4 Globetrotters

Year 5 Buccaneers

Year 6 Pathﬁnders

Mason
For working very hard on
his learning and doing
brilliant writing and maths
work this week. Keep up
the great work, Mason!

Jodie
Jodis has continued to
wow Miss Roberts and
Mrs De St Croix with her
great attitude to learning
and the fabulous school
work she submits each
lesson.

Archie
For his incredible
commitment to remote
learning.

Kai
For bringing a positive
attitude every day to his
learning and for some great
work on building suspense in
his writing.

Testing of Teachers in Schools

Remote Learning Engagement

Christian Values

From next week, the testing of all primary
school staff for coronavirus starts in school.
Staff test themselves twice a week. If the test
is positive, staff then need to book a full test
at a testing centre and isolate at home. If it
becomes necessary to close a bubble, we will
let you know as soon as possible.

It is great to see so many of our children joining in with
their learning online. However, there are some children
we have not had any contact with. The government is
clear that all children need to be learning whilst schools
have restricted access and any that are not should be
considered as vulnerable.

This week, we have been focussing on
Individual liberty and freedom. We learnt that
we have the freedom to be, think and do as
we please - as long as - it doesn’t cause harm
to others.

Treasure Dojos
Teachers have introduced Treasure Dojos which
they have hidden amongst handed in work. They
lead the child to ‘golden’ feedback to help them
make progress in their
learning. Please help us by
encouraging your child to
search for them!

Sports Personality of the Week

This week, Mr Barker’s award goes to two
people as it was so hard to choose!
Well done Oakley J and Lorna S for your
fabulous commitment to the PE challenges!

Next week, we will be contacting those families who
haven’t been able to engage with the schoolwork to see
how we can help. This will be via letter, telephone and
home visits - so please answer the phone.
We can do this together!
I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive
thank you, to all your members of staff who have
made home learning sessions not only manageable
but also enjoyable. This time is not easy for anyone,
but all the efforts being made by everyone involved
has certainly made it that little bit easier. Please
pass on my thanks to everyone and I do hope that
everybody is safe and well. A St Martin’s Parent

Reading, Reading, Reading
This week, teachers received online training for reading
aloud to children. We want our children to fall in love
with reading; the benefits to their learning in general is
immense. We hope you enjoy tuning into the end of the
day stories. If you don’t have books at home, there are
many online libraries you can visit. Alternatively, speak
to your class teacher, we may be able to get some
reading books to you.

We also learnt that we could go one step
further, and use our freedom to serve and
help others. In that way, our world becomes
a better place!
Remember there is no-one else in the world
like you. Bring who you are to the world!
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Next Week’s Bring It! Daily Themes
liven up our live meets!
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Thank you for your email Has
been a challenge with 5
children 3 at different levels
And 2 young children 1 toilet
training Also been a poorly
household But means a lot We
will try our best

We know how hard it is for you all - you
are doing brilliantly and teaching your
children that we can do hard things!
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Bring odd socks!

Bring the sunshine!
(wear something bright and cheery)
Bring a superhero, unicorn or favourite
toy!
Bring Spring!
Bring or draw a ﬂower/plant
Bring the music!
(bring,play or wear something by your
favourite music artist/band)

Imagine what our
children will build with
a great education!

