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Bring your light to St Martin’s,
and we will help it shine!

Newsletter edition: 23

19th March 2021

Dear Families,
We’ve continued to enjoy Science week and it has been a joy to see children respond in
delight to the wonders of the world around us. Pathfinders found a ‘tardigrade’(aka water bear
or moss pig) yesterday amongst the moss - these microscopic
animals are invisible to the naked eye and are the most amazing
looking things! There’s something really cute about them and they
move around like a slow, plodding hippo. I’d never even heard of
one before, proving learning is forever ongoing. It made my week! I wonder if they’d make a
new line of soft toys?
Another bonus was a visit from Ofsted. This was an additional visit to judge the standard of
our remote learning offer and how we were helping children minimise the impact of the
pandemic. The virtual visit wasn’t a full inspection and therefore doesn’t affect our overall
grade, but we were really pleased and look forward to sharing the full report with you when it
arrives in a few weeks time. Thank you to you all for your supportive feedback, our amazing
school staff and most importantly, our children.
Shelley England sengland@stbarnabasmat.com

FAITH . ADVENTURE . TOGETHERNESS

Dates for Your Diary!

29th Mar - Holy Week
31st Mar - Spring Show!
1st April - Easter Egg Hunt
2nd April - Easter Holidays
5th April - Easter Monday
19th April - Back to School
23rd April - St George’s Day
3rd May - Bank Holiday
31st May - Half term
31st May - Bank Holiday
7th June - Back to School
26th July - Summer Holidays
30th Aug - Summer Bank
Holiday
6th Sept - Inset day
7th Sept - Back to School

Learners of the Week
EYFS: Adventurers

Year 1 Explorers

Year 2 Voyagers

Year 2 & 3 Pioneers

Callen
Callen has shown
incredible progress in
his writing and has
worked really hard in
literacy to hold and write
a sentence, listening for
the sounds in each
word. Writing can be
really tricky but he has
shown great resilience.
Miss Drury is so proud!

Oliver
He has worked
extremely hard this
week in ALL areas of
his learning.
Resulting in some
outstanding
examples of work
and him moving to
the next RWI group.
Well done Oliver.

Isaac T-S
for his perseverance,
hard work and positive
attitude to learning this
week!
You are a star Isaac!
Well done!

Tilly
for working
extremely hard in
maths this week.
She has really
taken to fractions.
Well done!

Year 3 & 4 Wanderers

Year 4 Globetrotters

Year 5 Buccaneers

Year 6 Pathﬁnders

Skye

Kieran

Declan

For her fantastic
attitude to learning!
She was able to
demonstrate her
understanding of
equivalent fractions
thanks to her careful
listening and use of
our class strategies.

For his
determination and
independence in
maths this week
He has been so
brave!

For his curiosity and
enquiring questions
during science this
week.

James
For working hard to
master equivalent
fractions and simplifying
fractions this week.
He shows resilience and
inspires others by
explaining the learning
when he gets that
‘lightbulb moment’ and
his learning ‘clicks’.

Great work Declan!

One Way System and Pick Ups

Parent Picnics

Collective Worship and Values

Please do not abuse the one-way system. Our aim
is to keep everyone safe. Unless the playground is
empty, please follow the one way around the
school and do not hang around to wait for it to
clear. As a school, we are charged with
preventing gatherings. If this continues, we will
need to revert to the ‘one in, one out’ system.

As part of our wellbeing focus, we asked children about
what the positives and negatives were of lockdown.
When asked what their hopes were for the future, one
said, “To sometimes bring my family to school.”
We thought this was lovely and would like to give you
forward notice of some lunch dates in the summer, if the
lockdown roadmap works out. Hopefully, you can get
time off work if you need to. Ann has said she will do
‘Fish and Chip’ takeaway, or you can bring your own
picnic for lunch to have on the field with your children.

Our overarching Christian value this term is

PE Kits and Uniform
From next week, we would like all children to bring
their PE kit to school rather than arriving in it. We
will also make sure they get changed back into
school uniform before leaving at the end of the
school day.
Older children may wear a vest or extra t-shirt
underneath their uniform to protect their modesty.

Sports Personality of the Week
Mr Barker’s sports personality of the week is
Callum C in Explorers for his excellent team
work, enthusiasm and handball skills shown in his
first PE lesson with us at St Martin’s.
Well done, Callum!

Friday 25th June: Nursery, Adventurers & Explorers
Friday 2nd July: Voyagers and Pioneers
Friday 9th July: Wanderers and Globetrotters
Friday 16th July: Buccaneers and Pathfinders
Please note these will be weather dependent but we look forward to a time when you can
join us in school.

Spring Show!
Keep an eye out for a letter showing categories for
the Spring Show this year. It will have to be
virtual, but it doesn’t mean we can’t get creative
as we look forward to the new life of Spring,
longer days and lighter evenings.
We can’t wait to see the children’s fabulous
entries!

CREATIVITY
This week we heard how joyful creativity
could be. We listened to the story of Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem, as we start our count
down to Easter.
The Jews had been ruled by other Nations for
thousands of years. In Roman times, Jesus
was welcomed as their Messiah by a huge
crowd, cheering and waving palms. It is the
story of Palm Sunday.
With the children, we took lessons from the
story to be creative and joyful.

Term dates for
2021 - 2022 can
be found on our
website

We are so proud of our 45
children putting in an extra hour a
week to get their head around the
things in maths that cause a
block. Well done - we’re really
proud of you.
Thank you also to parents for
supporting this.

Thank you to our ‘tribe’ of
volunteers who have been
helping out in all sorts of
ways, including our local
parishioners who are
always there for support, to
hear readers, help in class
and Bryony P for
supporting our science
week.
We are lucky and very
grateful for you..

